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Method and sample

The survey ran in Qualtrics via an anonymous link distributed through Social 

Change Lab and Fossil Free London’s newsletter and partner networks. It was 

fielded between 9th June and 10th July 2026. It screened for adults living in 

the UK. Respondents who had never protested were routed past protest-

specific sections; those active in the last 12 months and those active longer 

ago received tailored participation questions. Baseline numbers therefore 

vary throughout.

415 people started the survey and 352 finished it (85%). Median completion 

time was 11.4 minutes. Response arrived in two clear waves (16-20 June and 

29-30 June), consistent with distribution pushes."

Who responded

This survey describes a population of engaged campaigners, not UK activists 

in general and not the public. Percentages below are of those answering 

each item.

The age profile matters for interpretation. a sample this old will show 

participation declines for reasons (health, mobility, energy) that have nothing 

to do with legislation, and the open-text data confirm this. It also means 

younger activists - arguably those with most to lose from a criminal record - 

are underweighted here.

96%

have taken part in a protest

73% in the last 12 months. Repeat 

participation is heavy. 47% of 

recent protesters attended six or 

more protests in the past year.

40%

are aged 65@

86%

are from white backgrounds 

(74% White British)

a further 21% are 55-64; only 15% 

are under 35. 62% are women, 

29% men, 4% non-binary.

36% report a disability or long-

term condition. 32% have caring 

responsibilities.

London (28%)

are heavily over-represented

Scotland contributes 13%. Almost 

all protest experience is in England 

(90% of those saying where they 

had protested), with Scotland at 15%.

South West (21%)

Open-text movement affiliations (indicative only, per the agreed 

treatment of this question) skew strongly towards Palestine solidarity 

and climate, with peace/anti-nuclear, anti-racist/anti-far-right, Quaker 

networks and trans rights also recurring.
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